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Adult Learners Teach “New” Teachers
...In their own words

On September X, # studentsgraduated in
the ADP, and GED Programs. Our gradua
tionsarealwaysaconvergene of the
essentia and themeaningful, filled with
pride and joy, new-found respect and
tremendoushopefor thefuture.

GED Graduates seated L to R: Willmore C. Dixon, Kaya
Rava, Nana Kamuanga, Susannah Cloherty, Edward D.
Woods

Standin L to R: Amie Cressman, GED teacher, Jean
Lormine, Matthew King, Raymond Knight, Sr. Mary
Mulligan, SND, Literacy Coordinator

Not pictured: Marie Davis

ADP Graduates seated L to R: Arlene Robinson, Erin Sawyer, Leslie Harper, Courtney Casey, William Fitzmaurice
anding L to R: Phillip Hashey, ADP Counselor, Julian Mitchell, William Grout, Brian Bartholomew, Paul
ikshenas, Kevin Higgins, Stanley Greeley, Patrick Walsh, Patrick Wright, Kate Finkenstaedt, Program Coordina-
or




Civic Participation  THe POWER OF THE VOTE

Political issuesarevery important toour studentsbecause so many comefrom
countrieswherethereismuch unrest and their opportunity tovoteisdenied

Thepresdentia electionseemslike
light yearsago, but for many of our students
it wastheir first chanceto participateina
dry run of the process of afree and demo-
craticelection. Political issuesand voting
arevery important to our studentsbecause
so many comefrom countrieswherethereis
much unrest and their opportunity tovoteis
denied.

Theweek beforethe general election,
teacherswere given apacket of information
from thevoter education committee, which
wasorganized to assist our studentsin
becominginformed voters. Timewas
devoted toreview and discussmajor issues
such as: Health Care, Education, Jobsand the Economy. The materialsused in the classroom wereto increase
awareness and comprehensive understanding of issues: Election Wordsto Know, Candidate Scorecard, Health
Care, Education, Economy and Government and Budget Deficits, Where they Sand, and the Massachusetts
\oter Bill of Rights. The student |lounge wastransformed into avoting headquarters and on Monday, November
1, amock electionwasheld. Results: Kerry 76% Bush 33% Other 1%.

William Westmoreland (L) former GED grad




A Message from Anne Metrick - Executive Director
Dear Friends

Asthis Newdletter goesto press the NDEC islooking forward to moving its
operationsto anew sitein August of 2006. During the last two years many people from
NDEC and beyond have researched, created plans and budgets, reviewed designs and set
scenarios for thismove. The NDEC mission and its continuation was always paramount in
every discussion. Facing the financial reality caused by empty buildings no longer useful
in providing needed income to support the mission was not easy. The decision to sell and
re-locate was not popular with everyone. We especially regret having to leave this site of more than 100 years of educa-
tion in the Notre Dame tradition. Our hope and excitement comes from the security of knowing we can continueto serve
our studentsin the many successful programs currently offered. We can al so create new opportunities and welcome more
learnersinto our beloved and time honored Notre Dame tradition of education.

ThisAcademic year we are delighted to wel come 438 learnersto classes. They cometo this“Place of Hope” from
asfar away asAsia(71) and as nearby as South Boston (95). Most take coursesin either the ESOL department (180)
English for speakersof other languages) or Literacy department. (153). Through the Academic DiplomaProgram( 50)
learners, many of whom dropped out of high school earlier will complete requirementsfor the diplomaduring thisyear. 30
students are pursuing their courses through “on line learning,” arecently initiated opportunity here at NDEC. (15)
studentsin “Next Step” program are exploring new opportunitiesin higher education, professional training programs and
job opportunity. Preparation for citizenship, academic counseling, individual tutoring, and job search programs are
available to all students.

Inthis“Place of Hope", we experience hope not only for ourselves and our learners but for our world. Welovingly
and joyously celebrate the gifts and the heritage of each person Recently, | experienced this sense of world community in
avery tangibleway. On Nov. 16, Heritage Day, at NDEC, as part of a. group of 30- 35 men and women many in dress of
their homeland, hands joined dancing, singing and laughing together; | could not help but be hopeful. Our world is
aching for places where everyone is valued and respected. NDEC is such aplace.
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Board of Directors 2005-2006

Deacon James V. Kerrigan Chair
Ted Daiber
Seymour Danberg
Eleanor DanielsCSJ
Karen Hokanson SND
Richard T. Horan Sr.
Marie McDonald SND
Martin McDonough
Anne M. Metrick (ex officio)
Elizabeth Michaels SND
HenryJ. Mulhern
Paul Mustone
Patricia O’ Brien SND
Mary Ryan SND
Jesus Salgado
CharlesR. Shediac
Paul Solano
Janice Waters SND
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Every Future
isbuilt on

EDUCATION

Give The Gift
Of
HOPE




